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ISNI and ORCID sign Memo of Understanding

2014-01

Signed in January 2014, this MOU between ISNI and ORCID specifies that the two organisations will dialogue
further on technical interoperability, as well as coordinating external communications.

ORCID and ISNI: Strategic Partner MOU

Persistent identifiers for researchers and scholars are essential for supporting the connection between researchers
and their contributions, improving discoverability, and ensuring interoperability between research systems.

Both the ISNI International Agency and ORCID are not-for-profit, international organizations engaged in assigning
unique identifiers to individuals. The ISNI International Agency, under contract to ISO, is charged with continuously
administering, governing and developing the ISNI database and services in response to the needs and
requirements of all ISNI stakeholders.

The ISNI identifier is a global standard for identifying the millions of contributors to creative works and those active
in their distribution, including writers, artists, creators, performers, researchers, producers, publishers, aggregators,
and more across the global information supply chain. It is part of a family of international standard identifiers that
includes identifiers of works, recordings, products and right holders in all repertoires, e.g. DOI, ISAN, ISBN, ISRC,
ISSN, ISTC, and ISWC.

ORCID is an open and interdisciplinary community-based effort to provide a self-claim registry of unique
researcher identifiers. To ensure the identifier links researchers with their works, ORCID works with the research
community to embed these identifiers in workflows, such as manuscript submission, grant application, and dataset
deposition. ORCID is unique because of its direct relationship with researchers and with organizations throughout
the research community.

ORCID and ISNI are separate, independent organizations that assign identifiers to individuals and are using the
same identifier format. As announced in our joint statement on interoperation, ORCID and ISNI are agreed on the
need to aim for interoperation through linking identifiers and sharing public data between the two systems. As a
first step in responsible collaboration the two organizations agreed to allocate to ORCID an exclusive block of 16
digit identifiers which will not be used by the ISNI assignment system. This will prevent the same 16 digit number
being assigned to different people. In addition, ORCID and ISNI are committed to investigate the feasibility of a
shared identifier scheme for a single identifier to represent an individual in both the ORCID and ISNI databases.
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